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Philip Thebridge and dad David
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News Reporter
alison.stacey@trinitymirror.com

A DISABLED man born with cerebral
palsy has won a challenge against the
Department of Work and Pensions
after his vital mobility allowance was
stopped.

Philip Thebridge, who relies on the
funding for his adapted car, has finally
won back the personal independence
payment (PIP) after a seven-month
battle.

The 25-year-old, who has received
disability benefits all his life, needs
help with day-to-day activities such as
walking, eating, preparing food and
bathing.

But last summer Philip was assessed
by a private sector health assessor and
the DWP completely cut the mobility
element of his allowance, which he
described as a ‘lifeline’ to independ-
ence.

Without his adapted car Philip
would no longer be able to run his ebay
trade business or continue to volunteer
at a local sixth-form with special needs
students.

“1 was disappointed,” said Philip,
from Sutton Coldfield. “The way my
mobility affects my daily life was not
recognised in terms of my vulnerability
on public transport.

“Without my adapted car, it would
be unsafe for me to travel on public
transport as I cannot get on and off
buses and trains without help, nor can
I walk along a moving vehicle without
falling over.

“Being able to travel on my own
safely in my car gives me freedom
which I enjoy and doesn’t rely on my
parents accompanying me every time [
want to go out.

“The assessment from the private
company was completed in one hour
and did not adequately address the

ine mobility

effects of my cerebral palsy on my daily
life.

“The criteria used to assess PIP are
very narrow and do not have the flexi-
bility to describe the effects of my disa-
bility accurately.

“My condition arose at birth and
having reached adulthood is not going
to change.”

Philip, along with his parents Stella
and David, decided to fight the ruling
all the way to a tribunal.

The family instructed law firm Scott-
Moncrieff and last month the decision
was overturned at the Birmingham
Civil Justice Centre.

Philip said: “I'm relieved the it is
over, and I've now got financial sup-
port to help me pay for an adapted car
to support my day-to-day mobility
needs.

“I hope others in my position and
their families have the resolve to take
their case to court and get the right
amount of PIP benefit that helps them
with their personal, physical and emo-
tional difficulties””

Specialist solicitor Prakash Rupare-
lia at Scott-Moncrieff added: “Many
people have their benefits removed
incorrectly and do not realise that if the
decision is challenged they have a
good chance of having them rein-
stated.

“My clients not only deserve but
need their benefits to enable them to
live a full and active life - it is a battle
worth fighting”

A DWP spokesperson said: “We're
committed to ensuring that disabled
people get the full support that they
need. Decisions are made following
consideration of all the information
provided by the claimant, including
supporting evidence from their GP or
medical specialist. Nearly 3.1 million
PIP decisions have been made, and of
these 9 per cent have been appealed
and 4 per cent have been overturned.”

Legal victory for Philip after
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